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Heritage  package  available  to  churches 


~(ed  Since  1877 


The  One  Nation 
Under  God  pack¬ 
age  consists  of: 

Just  in  time  for  the  observance  of  •  Sermon  briefs 
Independence  Day  on  July  4,  the  Mississippi  by  MBCB  Execu- 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB)  has  put  tive  Director/Trea- 
together  a  packet  of  patriotic  materials  mat  surer  Jim  Futral 
focus  on  American's  national  heritage  and  and  Mississippi 
spirit,  according  to  Steve  Stone,  MBCB  asso-  Baptist  Christian 
ciate  executive  director  for  church  growth.  Action  Commis- 
"Freedom  is  ours  today  because  of  the  sion  Executive 
dreams,  vision,  courage,  and  leadership  of  Director/Treasurer 
men  and  women  from  the  beginning  of  our  Jimmy  Porter, 
nation's  history  until  today.  Our  churches  Futral's  ser- 
must  continue  to  remind  our  communities,  mon  briefs  are 
towns,  and  cities  that  we  are  still  a  nation  entitled,  America 
under  God.  Without  Him,  we  would  not  be  the  Beautiful 
the  people  we  are,"  Stone  said.  (based  on  Deut. 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


School  lessons, 
which  can  be 
reproduced. 


•  Recommend  •  ^  •;  § 

ed  patriotic  musi  •  «|7j|  [V'  ,-v 

•  A  sample  ot  J  BAPTISTS  | 

the  pamphlet,  '  jBggBSjjf  .-'ffm 

Christian  Citizen- 1 

ship,  from  the 

Southern  Baptist 

Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commission  "Our  prayer  is  that  God  will  use  this 
(ERLC)  in  Nashville.  study  to  remind  us  of  our  heritage,  and 

•  For  Faith  and  Family  Resource  Guide  point  us  toward  a  promising  future  as  we 

from  ERLG.  trust  and  follow  Hun  together,"  he  said. 

•  2004  Mississippi  Legislative  Guide. 

•  A  4b"  x  72  full-color  One  Nation 

l  nder  God  hauncr  finished  with  hems  ‘  __  .  ■’ 

and  three  im  h  tin  kets  on  the  4b"  sides.  '  ^ ‘  ^  '  A"  ^ 

1  hi  !  innei  i  a:  !w  used  inside  oi.  outside 

•  Ten  11"  x  !  "  bulletin  board  posters. 

I  he  package  also  contains  samples  of  ¥ 7  ’ \ £' 

-ugt.eAed  pr.'U  .  ,  i a i  items  and  direc 


_  iromotional  items  and  direc¬ 
tions  for  downloading  illustrative  video 
clips  from  the  MBCB  Communications 
Department  at  the  convention  board's  web 
site  (www.mbcb.org). 

The  package  cost  is  $100.  The  package  is 
available  through  the  MBCB  Church 
Growth  Division  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3310 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
ext.  310.  E-mail:  sbell@mbcb.org. 

"As  you  order  these  materials,  you  may 
want  to  gather  a  group  of  people  in  Vour 
church  who  can  dream  about  ways  to  nave 
an  impact  on  the  community  with  this  mes¬ 
sage.  We  are  about  to  enter  the  home  stretch 
of  a  presidential  election.  We  are  also  in  the 
grip  of  a  war  in  which  families  throughout 
our  state  are  being  personally  affected. 


Political  pandering  proceeds  apace 


Editor's 

Notebook 


William 

Perkins 

Editor 


T"J  egardless  of  our  many  political  persua- 
1^  sions,  most  Americans  would  proba- 
JL  Vbly  agree  that  the  week-long  farewell 
to  former  President  Ronald  Reagan  after  he 
lost  his  ten-year  battle  with  Alzheimer's 
Disease  was  both  tasteful  and  appropriate. 

Hardly  a  grain  of  California  soil  had  been 
shovelea  into  Reagan's  grave,  however, 
before  the  politicians  were  back  at  work  trying 
to  push  their  pet  issues  forward  on  the  shoul¬ 
ders  of  the  dead  president.  One  of  the  most 
shameless  efforts  dealt  with  stem  cell  research. 

"This  issue  is  especially  poignant  given 
President  Reagan's  passing,  said  U.S. 
___  Senator  Diane  Feinstein  of 
California.  "Embryonic  stem  cell 
research  might  hold  the  key  to  a 
cure  for  Alzheimer's  and  other  ter¬ 
rible  diseases.  This  is  why  we  must 
do  everything  in  our  power  to  sup¬ 
port  this  research  ana  give  hope  to 
millions  of  Americans  today." 

What  the  radical  pro-abortionist 
conveniently  left  out  ner  statement, 
however,  is  that  her  method  of 
attaining  stem  cells  means  the  littlest 
humans  must  be  destroyed  shortly 
after  being  conceived  in  order  to 
H.  provide  those  cells  for  research, 
j  A  layman's  primer  on  stem  cells  is 

J  r*  in  order  for  the  uninformed.  Scientists 

discovered  some  years  ago  that 
embryonic  stem  cells  are  the  basic 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Tony  Martin 

EDITORIAL  ASSOCIATE 
Anne  Ranson 

LAYOUT/DESIGN 
Lennie  N.  Young 

ADVERTISING 
Dana  Richardson 

CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quattlebaum 

BOOKKEEPER 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 

EDITOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
James  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


Postmaster:  Send  changes  of  address 
to  The  BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Bo* 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Send 
news,  communication,  and  address 
changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Bo*  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530  (601)  968-3800 
Fax:  (601)  292-3330 
E-mail:  baptistrecordOmbcb.org 


VOLUME  128  NUMBER  25 
(ISSN-0005-S778) 

Published  weekly  except  weeks  of  )uly  4 
and  Christmas  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  515  Mississippi  Street, 
Jackson,  MS  39201 .  Subscription  $9.35  per 
year  payable  in  advance.  Economy  plans 
available  for  cooperating  Mississippi 
churches.  Periodicals  postage  paid  at 
Jackson,  MS.  Member,  Association  of  State 
Baptist  Pipers.  Deadlines:  News  items  — 
one  calendar  week  prior  to  requested  pub¬ 
lication  date.  Advertising  —  two  calendar 
weeks  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 


Stems  cells  are  naturally  prompted  by  chemi¬ 
cal  signals  to  grow  into  liver  cells,  brain  cells, 
bone  cells,  and  just  about  every  kind  of  cell 
needed  by  the  developing  human  baby.  The 
result  is  a  complete  person  at  the  time  or  birth. 

Stem  cells  nave  fascinated  researchers  for 
some  time  now,  and  scientists  over  the  past 
few  years  have  made  great  progress  in  under¬ 
standing  how  to  artificially  manipulate  stem 

Marriage  is  to  be  a  perma-  ~~g^ 
nent  relationship  between  vj 
one  man  and  one  woman, 
freely  and  totally  committed  to 
each  other  as  companions  for 
life,"  are  words  often  used  in 
wedding  ceremonies  —  words 
which  I  never  dreamed  would 
be  questioned.  Today  we  are 
being  told  by  homosexual 
activists,  some  politicians,  and 
a  few  activist  judges  these 
words  and  views  are  hateful, 
discriminatory,  and  perhaps 
unbiblical. 

The  bedrock  of  society  is  the  fall.  The  z 
family  unit.  God  defined  this  proposed 
family  unit  when  he  said,  "For  ment  vroi 
this  reason  a  man  will  leave  his  take  place 
father  and  mother  and  be  united  the  laws  oj 
to  his  wife,  and  they  will  man  and  i 
become  one  flesh"  (Genesis  2:24,  also  provi 
NTV).  For  years  proponents  of  another  sti 
same-sex  marriage  nave  been  between  pt 
chipping  away  at  "biblical"  may  not  b 
marriage.  They  have  effectively  ana  is  v 
marched  across  the  cultural  under  the 
landscape,  destroying  tradition-  In  suf 
al  values  with  every  step.  "Will  ment,  tn 
they  ever  stop?"  is  the  question  Christian 
many  are  asking.  No,  they  will  (CAC)  i: 
not  stop  until  same-sex  mar-  Baptists 
riage  is  sanctioned  by  every  things.  F 
state,  including  Mississippi,  selves  a 
That  is,  unless  the  American  prayer  c< 
people  rise  up  and  stop  them.  crisis.  Sc 
In  the  2CH34  session  of  the  Day  of  1 
Mississippi  Legislature,  our  Marriage 
elected  officials  passed  and  Baptist  a 
Governor  Haley  Barbour  signed  28.  We  v 
a  resolution  giving  us  an  oppor-  ciational 
tunity  to  amend  me  Mississippi  at  eac 
Constitution  in  the  elections  this  Mississip 


cells'  chemical  signals  in  a 
lab  dish.  They  have  begun 
the  process  of  determining 
which  signals  produce 
which  types  of  cells. 

Proponents  argue  that  a 
complete  understanding  of 
stem  cells  could  someday 
lead  to  cures  for  diseases 
like  multiple  sclerosis,  can¬ 
cer,  and  degenerative  brain 
ailments  like  Alzheimer's. 

It  appears  stem  cells  do 
hold  tremendous  medical 
promise,  but  the  issue  facing 
all  of  humankind  —  literally 
—  is  whether  we  will  decide 
to  take  the  life  of  one  human 
being  in  order  to  extract 
stem  cells  and  save  the  life 
of  another  human  being. 

We  don't  have  to  make 
that  choice,  because  scientists 
working  on  parallel  tracks 
have  found  tnat  stem  cells 
are  plentiful  and  located  in 
places  other  than  the  devel¬ 
oping  human  embryo. 

Placental  and  umbilical 
blood  is  rich  in  stem  cells,  and  even  human 
skin  contains  a  sufficient  number  of  stem  cells 
to  harvest  for  research  and  experimentation. 

The  littlest  humans  don't  have  to  die, 
and  Feinstein's  U.S.  Senate  colleague,  Sam 
Brownback  of  Kansas,  is  striving  to  make 
just  that  point.  "Science  continues  to  prove 
that  destructive  embryonic  stem  cell 
research  is  unnecessary.  This  latest  finding 
(that  stems  cells  are  abundant  in  places 
other  than  developing  babies)  is  of  enor¬ 
mous  importance  —  it  shows,  once  again, 
that  we  can  find  cures  for  the  many  dis¬ 
eases  that  plague  humanity  without 
destroying  human  embryos,"  he  said. 


Guest  Opinion:  1 

One  man  and... 

•.  V 

one  man  ? 

m 

if 
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By  Jimmy  Porter 

Executive  Director-Treasurer 

Miss.  Baptist  Christian  Action  Comm. 

fall.  The  amendment  reads:  This 
proposed  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  provides  that  marriage  may 
take  place  and  may  be  valid  under 
the  laws  of  this  state  only  between  a 
man  and  woman.  The  amendment 


persons  of  ti 


gender 


may  not  be  recognized  in  this  state 
and  is  void  and  unenforceable 
under  the  laws  of  this  state. 

In  support  of  this  amend¬ 
ment,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action  Commission 
(CAC)  is  asking  Mississippi 
Baptists  to  do  tne  following 
things.  First,  to  commit  our¬ 
selves  and  our  churches  to 
prayer  concerning  this  cultural 
crisis.  Secondly,  to  observe  a 
Day  of  Prayer  for  Traditional 
Marriage  in  each  Mississippi 
Baptist  association  on  October 
28.  We  will  be  asking  our  asso- 
ciational  leaders  to  plan  a  rally 
at  each  courthouse  in 
Mississippi  at  noon  on  that  day. 


Also,  we  urge  pastors  to  address 
the  subject  on  the  following 
Sunday,  October  31.  Finally, 
Mississippi  Baptists  should  reg¬ 
ister  ana  vote  on  November  2. 

Passage  of  this  amendment 
to  the  Mississippi  Constitution 
will  help  but  not  totally  safe¬ 
guard  us  from  same-sex  mar¬ 
riages.  It  is  possible  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  under 
the  Full  Faith  and  Credit  Clause 
of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  could 
rule  our  Mississippi  law  uncon¬ 
stitutional  and  require  us  to 
honor  same-sex  marriages  from 
other  states  where  it  is  legalized. 

Therefore,  it  is  imperative  that 
we  also  support  the  Federal 
Marriage  Amendment  (FMA) 
that  is  pending  in  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  and  Senate. 
This  federal  constitutional 
amendment  will  prohibit  the 
redefinition  of  marriage  by  the 
courts  or  any  action  of  a  state  leg¬ 
islature.  It  will  preserve  the  defi¬ 
nition  of  traditional  marriage. 


Certainly  no  one  is  advocating  that  we 
turn  back  the  clock  on  medical  research, 
which  has  enriched  millions  of  lives. 
Certainly  no  one  is  arguing  that  the  physical 
and  emotional  agony  of  a  loved  one  s  failing 
health  should  &e  prolonged.  However,  if 
another  way  can  be  found  to  accumulate 
sufficient  stem  cells  without  killing  develop¬ 
ing  babies,  we  should  be  pursuing  that  patn. 

Can  we  bring  about  tne  end  of  so  much 
human  suffering  without  also  compromis¬ 
ing  the  sanctity  of  human  life?  Let  us  direct 
our  time,  talent,  money,  and  —  most 
important  of  all  —  prayers,  toward  the 
proper  pursuit  of  that  noble  goal. 


We  must  inundate  the  switch¬ 
boards  of  Senators  in 
Washington  with  phone  calls, 
urging  them  to  support  FMA 
and  insisting  they  use  their  influ¬ 
ence  to  ensure  American  people 
the  opportunity  to  ratify  FMA. 

Mississippi's  Senators  can  be 
contacted  at:  Honorable  Thad 
Cochran,  113  Dirksen  Senate 
Office  Bldg.,  Washington,  DC 
20510.  Telephone:  (202)  224-5054. 
E-mail:  cochran.senate.gov/con- 
tacthtm;  Honorable  Trent  Lott, 
487  Russell  Senate  Office  Bldg., 
Washington,  DC  20510. 
Telephone:  (202)  224-6253).  E- 
maif  senatorlott@lott.senate.gov. 

Mississippi  Congressman 
Chip  Pickering,  a  co-sponsor  of 
FMA,  recently  stated,  ''Marriage 
builds  families,  strengthens 
communities  and  reinforces  our 
national  unity.  It  is  not  white  or 
black;  it  is  not  liberal  or  conserv¬ 
ative;  it  is  not  Republican  or 
Democrat.  But  by  tradition  and 
custom  and  law,  marriage  part¬ 
ners  a  man  and  a  woman  in  love 
for  their  mutual  edification." 

You  and  I  have  the  power  to 
make  a  difference.  Will  we  stop 
this  attack  on  marriage  by  these 
homosexual  activists  and 
unelected  activist  judges?  That 
depends  on  you  and  me,  and 
now  is  the  time  to  decide. 

If  CAC  can  provide  further 
information,  please  call  us  at 
(601)  292-3329  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
ext.  329.  E-mail:  jporter@chris- 
tianaction.com. 
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Support  for  Marriage  Amendment 
to  the  U.S.  Constitution 


Looking  buck 


Americans  support  traditional  marriage 


a  "watershed  moment  in 
Western  civilization." 

The  statement  asserts  that 
marriage  "is  not  a  human  con¬ 
trivance.  Indeed,  it  is  part  of 
God's  perfect  design  for  his 
human  creatures.  We  affirm 
that  marriage  was  designed  for 
humanity  by  our  Creator,  who 
gave  us  marriage  for  the  right- 
mi  ordering  of  numan  sexuali¬ 
ty  and  relationships." 

The  presidents  emphasized 
that  their  convictions  regarding 
marriage  are  not  based  on  big¬ 
otry  or  prejudice,  as  many 
activists  and  leftist  politicians 
claim,  but  instead  are  based  on 
the  one  unalterable  standard  of 
truth  —  the  Bible. 

"Sexual  orientation  has 
never  been  an  issue  of  per¬ 
sonal  prejudice  or  discrimina¬ 
tion,"  Roberts  said.  "It  is  not 
an  issue  that  can  be  defined 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
The  same  day  that 
Massachusetts  became  the  first 
state  to  legalize  same-sex  mar¬ 
riage,  a  new  poll  was  released 
showing  that  two-thirds  of 
Americans  support  the  Federal 
Marriage  Amendment  that  is 
now  before  the  U.S.  Senate. 

The  poll,  conducted  by 
Wirthlin  Worldwide  for  the 
Alliance  for  Marriage,  found 
that  57%  of  Americans  strongly 


■  Strongly  favor 

■  Somewhat  favor 

a  Somewhat  oppose 
B  Strongly  oppose 

■  Don’t  know /Refuse 


BAPTISTS 
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Second 
Front  Page 


U.S.  I  am  going  to  read  you  the  at  large,  and  Southern  Baptists 
wording  of  a  possible  amend-  in  particular,  to  speak  out 
ment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution  against  homosexual  activists 
and- then  ask  you  whether  you  and  others  who  want  to 
would  favor  or  oppose  such  an  rewrite  the  definition  of  mar- 
amendment.  The  amendment  riage  in  the  United  States, 
says,  'Marriage  in  the  United  ^Southern  Baptists  should 
States  shall  consist  only  of  the  begin  now  to  educate  themselves 
union  of  a  man  and  a  woman,  on  the  issue,"  said  Chuck  Kelley, 

Neither  this  Constitution,  nor  president  of  New  Orleans 
the  constitution  of  any  State,  Seminary.  "This  is  one  of  the 
shall  be  construed  to  require  major  reasons  why  I  think  this 
that  marriage  or  the  legal  inci-  resolution  is  a  good  thing." 
dents  thereof  be  conferred  In  addition  to  Kelley,  the 
upon  any  union  other  than  the  statement  was  signed  by  R. 
union  ofa  man  and  a  woman.'"  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president  of  any  way  else,  but  as  a  moral 
The  amendments  before  the  Southern  Seminary  in  choice.  Therefore,  it  would  be 
House  and  Senate  differ  slightly.  Louisville,  Ky,  who  drafted  the  hard  to  rationalize  that  to 
Meanwhile,  the  presidents  of  statement;  Daniel  Akin,  presi-  oppose  an  issue  that  is  clearly 
the  six  Southern  Baptist  seminar-  dent  of  Southeastern  Seminary  against  God's  law  as  being  an 
ies  issued  a  joint  statement  in  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.;  Jeff  lorg,  expression  of  bigotry." 

May  upholding  marriage  as  the  president  of  Golden  Gate  Patterson  agreed,  saying, 
permanent  union  between  one  Seminary  in  Mill  Valley  Calif.;  "Sincerely  held  convictions 
man  and  one  woman  as  defined  Phil  Roberts,  president  of  relating  to  human  behavior 
by  God  in  the  Bible.  They  called  Midwestern  Seminary  in  Kansas  and  to  right  and  wrong  which 
on  all  Southern  Baptist  churches  City,  Mo.;  and  Paige  Patterson,  are  based  on  multiple  pas¬ 
ta  stand  in  defense  of  the  institu-  president  of  Southwestern  sages  from  the  Bible,  includ- 
tion  of  marriage.  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  ing  passages  that  define  mar- 

joining  the  presidents  in  The  presidents'  statement  riage,  cannot  be  called  big- 
affirming  the  statement,  titled  comes  as  Massachusetts  has  otry  any  more  than  a  convic- 
Let  No  Man  Put  Asunder,  are  begun  issuing  marriage  licenses  tion  that  the  Bible  forbids 
the  faculties  of  each  institu-  to  same-sex  couples,  following  theft  could  be  called  bigotry, 
tion,  totaling  more  than  300  a  controversial  ruling  by  the  "Homosexuality  is  not  sin- 
evangelical  scholars.  The  pres-  state's  high  court  late  last  year.  gled  out  by  biblical 

idents  hope  the  statement  will  "This  is  a  mammoth  issue  Christians.  All  sexual  behav- 
be  a  clarion  call  to  the  church  since  the  family  is  the  fabric  of  ior  or  even  contemplation  of 

all  social  order,"  Patterson  said,  such  outside  of  biblical  mar- 
'*■  "Furthermore,  the  judgment  of  riage  is  viewed  in  the  Bible  as 
l God  looms  before  a  society  that  destructive  and,  therefore, 
’  *  cannot  retain  clarity  on  the  sinful,"  Patterson  said. 

r  lawyer  urged  a  federal  appeals  basic  unit  of  relational  life."  The  presidents  were  unaru- 

iriages*  in  Massachusetts,  aigu-  Akin,  who  has  made  marriage  mous  in  their  support  of  a  con- 

ypryyt  tfe authority  in  waring  its  and  family  issues  a  focus  of  his  stitutional  amendment  defining 

personal  ministry  and  a  priority  marriage  as  the  union  between 

t  the  Massachusetts'  high  court,  at  Southeastern,  agreed,  calling  one  man  and  one  woman. 

;  (SJC),  had  no  authority  to  legal-  the  recognition  of  homosexual  Southeastern  Seminary's  Akin 

THe  ruling  was  issued  last  "marriage"  and  same-sex  unions  called  it  a  "necessity." 


Published  Since  1877 


president  for  Southwestern 


The  committee  seeking  a  new  president  for  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth  has  begun  interviews  with  candidates,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  search  committee.  Names  mentioned  include  Richard 
Land,  executive  director  of  the  SBC’s  Christian  Life  Commission,  and 
Timothy  George,  dean  of  the  Beeson  Divinity  School  in  Birmingham. 


Foreign  Mission  Board  missionaries  Charles  and  Indy  Whitten  of 
Mississippi,  in  Kansas  City  to  attend  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting,  crawl  to  safety  through  choking  black 
smoke  after  the  hotel  in  which  they  were  staying  catches  fire. 


May  14,  the 


court 


Mississippi  ranks  fourth  from  the  top  among  the  13  more  populous  states 
in  percentage  gain  of  mission  gifts,  1953  over  1952,  according  to  figures  just 
released  in  the  1954  Southern  Baptist  Handbook.  The  gain  of  63%. 
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A  Dream 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


white,  and  grav,  and  others  The  additional  lights  that 
dream  in  vivicf  color.  Many  were  turned  on  got  into  some  of 
people  remember  their  dreams  the  folks'  eyes  that  already  had 
and  others  remember  nothing.  light.  The  extra  light  did  not 
Recently,  I  had  what  was  an  bother  all  of  them,  but  those  who 
unusual  dream  for  me.  It  was  were  bothered  made  so  much 
unusual  because  it  was  colorful  fuss  that  the  people  in  charge  of 
and  I  remembered  it.  Not  long  the  conference  turned  the  lights 
after  I  woke  up,  it  was  like  the  off  in  the  area  where  I  was.  I, 
events  had  happened  just  hours  along  with  a  large  group  of  folks, 
before.  In  the  aream  I  was  at  a  was  seated  in  the  dark.  There  I 
conference  somewhere  in  a  fel-  sat  with  all  those  other  folks 
lowship  hall  at  a  church.  It  was  watching  those  who  were  in  the 
packecf  out  with  a  laige  number  light  go  about  their  business.  Part 
of  folks  present.  The  lights  were  or  their  business  was  to  mumble, 
on  and  I  could  see  folks  all  grumble,  and  make  sure  that  we 
around.  While  many  had  light  stayed  in  the  dark  so  that  they 
where  they  were  seated  at  their  would  not  be  disturbed, 
tables,  I  was  with  a  group  of  folks  In  my  dream,  the  person 
in  a  dim,  dark  place  in  me  room,  leading  the  conference  said, 
Right  above  us  there  were  lights  "Friends,  this  is  the  picture  of 
like  spotlights.  Maybe  they  had  the  church  today.  Many  people 
been  placed  there  for  special  pre-  have  the  light  and  they  recog- 
sentations  or  plays.  When  those  nize  that  there  are  people  in  the 
lights  were  turned  on,  their  dark.  They  refuse  to  allow  the 
beams  of  light  would  shine  in  light  to  be  disbursed  and 
such  a  way  as  to  disturb  and  dis-  shared  with  others  because  it 


I  Kecora  will 
F  not  publish 
on  July  1 

Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  Tne  Baptist  Record 
to  50  issues  per  year,  the 
newspaper  will  not  publish  on 
July  1 .  The  deadline  for  news 
items  to  be  published  in  the 
July  8  issue  will  be  July  1 .  The 


issue  will  be  June  24. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Editor  William  H.  Perkins 
Jr.  at  (601)  292-3218  or  toll- 
free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  218.  E-mail: 
wperkins@mbcb.org. 


into  eternity  He  will  be  the  0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


ERLC  to  oppose  pending  'Safe  Harbor '  legislation 


vision  is  expense  in  time  and  energy 
lid.  "But  attempting  to  defend  itself 
iragraph  against  an  IRS  determination." 
religious  The  measure's  provision  for 
his  per-  penalties  against  churches 
political  based  on  their  "political  activi- 
ial  func-  ties"  instead  of  their  "political 
vTio  will  expenditures"  is  unacceptable 
s  as  an  as  well,  Land  wrote,  noting, 
"This  change  exposes  churches 
ises  "the  to  a  much  broader  scrutiny  and 
into  the  liability,"  he  said, 
less  that  Church-state  separationist 

_  etermine  organizations  harshly  criticized 

1(j  not  be  threatened  until  whether  or  not  an  infraction  was  the  Safe  Harbor  measure,  includ- 
there  are  more  than  intended,"  Land  said  in  the  letter,  ing  the  timing  of  its  introduction 

three  violations  in  a  year.  "Intent  is  a  difficult  thing  to  shortly  after  an  outreach  through 

The  result  of  the  legislation  prove,  and  we  can  imagine  a  churcnes  by  President  Bush's  re- 

would  not  be  a  safe  harbor  but  church  incurring  considerable  election  campaign  was  revealed, 

"an  unacceptable  intrusion  of 
the  IRS  into  the  business  of  a 
Land  told  Hastert 


they  make  as  private  citizens 
on  political  campaigns  and 
"unintentional  violations"  of 
the  Internal  Revenue  (IRS)  tax 
code  by  churches  and 
other  religious  bodies, 

^as  well  as  their  leaders. 

Financial  penalties 
would  be  implemented 
when  a  religious  group 
or  leader  intervenes  in  a 
political  campaign,  but 
the  organization's  tax- 
exempt  status  would 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 

Legislation  classified  as  a  pro¬ 
tection  for  the  free-speech  rights 
of  churches  not  only  is  "woeful¬ 
ly  inadequate"  but 
" (dangerous,"  Southern  I 
Baptist  church-state  I 
specialist  Richard  Land  I 
told  Speaker  of  the  H 
House  Dennis  Hastert 
in  a  June  9  letter. 

Land,  president  of  . 
the  Ethics  &  Religious  l  W 
Liberty  Commission 
(ERLC)  in  Nashville,  L 
thanked  Hastert  for  his 
attempt  to  protect  the  rights  of 
churcnes  but  said  the  ERLC 
"must  oppose"  a  provision 
titled  Safe  Harbor  for  Churches. 

The  measure,  added  to  a  tax 
reform/jobs  creation  bill,  H.R.  church, 

4520,  supposedly  would  pro-  Pastors  and  other  religious 
tect  pastors  and  other  religious  leaders  already  can  comment 
leaders  regarding  comments  on  elections  as  private  citizens, 


Staff  Changes 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
MOWEAQUA 

Moweaqua,  Illinois 

Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  Ih 

$700,000 

First  Mortgage  Bonds 

Issue  Date:  3/22/2004 
i|  yd  /"k  O  /  Interest  Rates  Range 

O  /  /O  2.90%  to  7.40% 


First  Church  of  Glendale, 
Hattiesburg,  has  called  Jimmy 
Hill  as  pastor  effective  June  1 . 
Hill  is  a  graduate  of  William 
Carey  College  and  NOBTS. 
He  comes  from  First  Church, 
Lumberton.  Other  areas  of 
service  include  Red  Creek 
Union  Church,  Magnolia,  and 
First  Church,  Myrick. 


LifeWay  Church  Buses 

1-800-370-6180 
■*  BK,  ww  w. carpenterbus.com 
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Senior  Adult  IV  Retreat  Guest  Speaker:- 

Bill  Causev 


( )t  tober  12-14 


Mississippi 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
at  1-800^748-1651  or  601-292-3283. 


There  is  strength  in 
multiple  strands! 

"...  A  cord  of  three 
strands  is  not  easily 
broken."  Eccl.  4:12 

" United  in  Ministry" 


July  29-31 
Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly 

with 

Jim  Futral 

executive  director-treasurer 
MBCB 


August  6-7 
Lake 

Tiak  O'Khata 

with 

Tommy  Mitchell 

AMD 

Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association 


Sponsored  jointly  by  the 

Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department  and 
Sunday  School  Department 
For  more  info  on  July  29-31,  call  601-292-3373 
For  more  info  on  August  6-7,  call  601-292-3374 


I  P'tAy  tfo*  [e/i...  June  1 8  -  July  8,  2004 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  (800)  787-7729  (PRAY) 


\A  losing  spirit  is  a  condition  of  believing  prayer. 
'We  cannot  be  Wrong  With  man  anb  right  With  C/ob 
The  'Kneeling  Christian  by  an  unknown  Christian 


For:  (1)  Lad/Dad  Weekend, 
Centra)  Hills  Baptist  Retreat, 
3  p.m.,  18th-noon,  19  th 
(MM);  (2)  VI  Youth 


For(1)  Single  Again 
Conference,  Harrisburg  BC, 
Tupelo,  9  a.m.-3  p.m.  (D&FM); 
(2)  Phil  Nelson  works  as  the 
college  rraakrlijpl  Strategist  for 
the  Illinois  Baptist  State 
Association.Pray  as  he  speaks 
to  unbelieving  students.  Pray  for 
boldness  and  wisdom  in 
responding  to  questions  asked 
at  these  open  forums. 


Assembly,  Uth-XmJ  (MBCB); 
(3)  Thank  God  %  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  He  gives  you  to  plant 
seeds  of  the  gospel  in  the 
hearts  of  those  around  you. 


For:  (1)  VII  Youth 
Conference,  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly,  22nd- 
26th  (MBCB);  (2)  Flood 
relief  effqrts  in  the 
Dominican  Republic,  and 
IMB  missionaries  as  they 
minister  fonururigindivid 
uals  and  families  in  dis¬ 
tress. 


For  (1)  Summer  Missions  Camp 
for  Boys,  Central  His  Baptist 
Retreat,  10  am,  21st- 1  pm,  25th 
(MM);  (2)  GA  Camp,  Camp 
Garaywa,  21st-25th  (WMU);  (3) 
Pray  for  MusSm  yttiig  people 


Russiarvspealang  people  of  UFA, 
Russia,  are  caudit  between  new 
freedoms  and  the  irresponsibilits 
of  alcoholism,  between  hopeless¬ 
ness  and  despfc'And  Most  tragi¬ 
cally,  they  are  caught  between  '() 

Communism,  arid  Sunni  Hanati 
Islam,  and  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church.  Pray  for  their  salvation. 


For:  (1)  GA  Mother/ Daughter 
Overnight,  Camp  Garaywa,  5 
pm.,  25th-2  p.m.,  26th 
(WMU);  (2)  Three  volunteer 
musk  teams  will  be  working 
with  Team  Belgium  in  June 
and  July.  Way  that  they  will  be 
able  to  perform  free  concerts 
inpublk  sites  and  minister  in 
refugee  centers  in  three  cities. 


For:  (1)  Young  Musicians 
Camp,  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly,  2  p.m.,  26th-8 
a.m.,  30th  (CM);  (2)  Please 
pray  today  for  President 
Jacques  Gillot  of 
Guadeloupe  (island  south¬ 
east  of  Puerto  Rico),  and 
President  Francisco  Flores 
Perez  of  El  Salvador. 


who  have 


of  conflict  aha* wfio  have  little 
hope  of  Rving  a  normal  life.  Pray 
for  them  to  encounter  Christ 


For  (1 )  Adopt -an- Annuitant 
Sunday  (APSA  Emphasis);  (2) 
Bryan  McDonald  b  a  church 

Endicott,  ll^Xay^tGodwill 
send  Chriggns  who  would  be 
willing  to  SEHn  panting  church¬ 
es.  Pray  for  sensitivity  to  God’s 
will  so  many  will  come  to  know 
|esus  personally. 


In  a  fishing  vlaee  on  Lake 
Wamala,  Uganda,  people  gather 
weekly  for  BUe  study.  Many, 


Missionary  Glennda  Cook  of  the 
Unbound  Student  Ministries- 
Taiwan  Team  asks  for  prayer  for 


After  a  poig>  visited  a  hospital  in 
India  to  give  fresh  fruits  to  the 
patients  and  share  the  Good 
News,  some  of  the  patients  were 
healed.  Now  some  of  the  patients 
are  sharing  with  other  patients  on 
different  wards  what  they  have 
come  to  believe.  Pray  that  they 
will  do  well  in  teaching  others 
what  they  have  learned. 


For  (1)  GA  Campy  Camp 
Garaywa,  28th-My  2nd  (WMU); 
(2)  Summer  Missions  Camp  for 

1 0  am,  ^8ttf1  OMy  2nd  (MM); 

demantfng  an  Islamic  state  in 
Iraq.  Pray  that  Gotf  will  establish 
His  government  and  that  it  wi 
allow  freedom  of  religions. 


For  (1)  HeartSong  “04  Youth 
Musk  Camp,  Ginhore  Baptist 
Assembly,  2  pm,  lst-8,-45  am, 
5th  (CM);  (2)  A  ggtoway  dty  teai 
in  Western  Eiroperequests 
prayer  for  their  coining  min- 


Dan  Morgan  recruits  and 
trains  church  planters  for 
deployment  in  North  America 
as  a  Nehemiah  Director  at 


wife,  can’t 


tewre^m^^M^notesin 
stick  pictures.  Pray  that  throu^i 
these  pictures  they  might  come  to 
inderkand  God’s  love  for  them. 


estries.  Pray  that  Christ  wil  be 
revealed  through  their  relation¬ 
ships  with  lanojage  students, 
teachers,  net^ibors  and  contacts. 


Worth,  Texas.  Fray  that  the 
number  of  students  being  pre¬ 
pared  for  church  planting 
would  increase  to  60  in  2004. 


For  (1)  Independence  Day; 
(2)  Citizenship  &  Religious 
Liberty  (CAC  Emphasis);  (3) 
Charles  and  Lee  rand  are 

with  their  association  in  Iowa 
Pray  for  efficiency  with 
resources.  Pray  for  neighbors 
to  be  receptive  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  Bible  study. 


Some  pastors  and  lay  leaders  in 
Venezuela,  who  often  lack  a  dear 
inderstandme  of  their  faith,  are 


A  Haitian  pastor  took  a  second 
mortgage  on  his  home  to  close 
on  a  church  building  for  his 
congregation.  Another  Haitian 
church  of  about  2,000  has  no 
paid  staff  and  fncourages  mem¬ 
bers  to  find  thfcir  place  of  ser¬ 
vice  then  equips  mem  for  their 
assignment  Pnav  for  this  pastor 
and  these  church  members  who 
are  "denying  themselves"  to  fol¬ 
low  (esus. 


Over  200  barrios  of  the  urban 
poor  are  scattered  throughout 
Santo  Domingo.,  Dominican 
Republic.  Please  pray  that  the 
chains  that  h«M  «  many 
bound  to  sin  MlWe  broken. 
Also  pray  that  the  men  will 
receive  Christ,  and  stand  up 
to  be  leaders  in  their  families 
and  their  neighborhoods. 


very  hard  to 


have  more  money  aftd  they  think 
they  can  take  cirtfal  of  their 
families'  needs  without  God  Pray 
that  this  minisfry  to  women  wil 
help  the  family  members  see  that 
they  do  need  a  personal  relation¬ 
ship  with  |esus  Christ 


Childmv 


fiMpactiHg 


Highland  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  will  host  VBS,  Power 
Up  with  Jesus,  June  21-25  from 
6-9  p.m.  Supper  will  be  served 
nigntlv.  Ages  3-6th  grade  are 
invited. 

First  Church,  Lauderdale, 

will  honor  Jerry  Bishop,  pastor, 
and  his  wife  Charlotte  with  a 
reception  June  27  from  2-4  p.m. 
celebrating  their  40  years  of 
serving  in  the  ministry. 

ML  Olive  Church,  Coil  a,  will 
have  a  Fourth  of  July  celebration 
June  27  beginning  at  3  p.m. 
Singing  groups.  Proclamation 
ana  Promise,  will  perform. 

The  Senior  Adults  (pictured) 
at  Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula, 
recently  attended  activities  at 
First  Church,  Vancleave.  Johnny 
Beaver  is  pastor. 


West  Corinth  Church, 
Corinth,  will  hold  VBS,  Go 
Hog  Wild,  July  12-15  at  5:30 
p.m.  for  prescnool-6th  grade. 
For  more  information,  call 
(662)  286-6529. 

Moorhead  Church, 
Moorhead,  will  hold 
VBS  June  21-25  from  6- 
8:30  p.m.  Larry  W. 

Haggard  is  pastor. 

Mt.  Gilead 

Church,  Meridian, 

B.Y.W.  Ladies  (pic¬ 
tured)  held  a  banquet  pa 
for  the  senior  adults 
May  1.  Sisters  Three,  Kemper 
County,  (pictured)  provided 
music.  Wallace  Kerry,  Kemper 
County,  gave  a  speech. 

Pictured  are  some  of  the  120 
ringers  who  took  part  in  the  sec- 


Parke 


ond  State  Handbell  Festival  of 

the  year  held  at  Central  Hills. 
Karl  Zinsmeister  was  the  inspira¬ 
tional  conductor.  Jerry  Talley,  the 
CMD  Handbell  Contract 
Consultant,  was  assisted  by  Leon 

-  Bedsole,  Martha  Hart, 

Sheila  Hess,  Harold 
Smith,  Michele  Smith, 
and  Barry  Worrell  in 
planning  this  event. 

Ivan  Parke,  professor 
of  Christian  Studies  at 
MC  will  be  teaching  on 
Reclaiming  the  Real  Jesus 
i-p  during  adult  VBS  at 
Raymond  Road  Church, 
Jackson,  June  21-25  from  6-8  p.m. 
The  public  is  invited.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  372-6154. 

Tom  Nettles,  professor  of 
Historical  Theology  at  The 
Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  will  preach  at  Grace 
Church,  Jackson,  June  20  at  6:30 
p.m.  A  fellowship  will  follow. 
Nettles,  a  Brandon  native,  is  a 
graduate  of  MC  and  Southwest 


Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 
For  more  information  call  (601) 
922-4322.  Thomas  Winn  is  pastor. 


Sisters  Three 


Youth  Quake  was  held  at 
Courtland  Church,  Courtland, 
May  9-12.  The  band.  Seven 
(pictured),  of  First  Church, 
Batesville,  lead  music.  Paul 
Middleton  of  Calvary  Church, 
Batesville,  was  the  guest  speak¬ 
er.  Charles  Locke  is  pastor  of 
Courtland  Church. 


Homecomings  &  Revivals 


Pleasant  Grove,  Gore  worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  at 
Springs:  Revival  June  20-25;  noon;  Duane  Ivey  and  Rick 
Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  West,  leading  service;  John 


p.m.;  Harvey  Springer,  Price,  pastor. 
Clarence  Cooper,  James 


Youth  Quake,  Courtland 


2004  Mississippi  State  Handbell  Festival 


Clarence  Cooper,  James 
Melton,  Jeff  Gilder,  Tommy 
Tanner,  and  William  McDaniel, 
speakers;  Neil  Gant,  pastor;  all 
are  welcome. 

Hamilton,  Benton  County: 

Revival  June  20-23;  Sunday,  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m. 

Salem,  Carthage: 

Homecoming  and  Revival  June 
27-July  2;  beginning  at  7  p.m.; 
Glen  Allen,  Canton,  preaching; 
Jerry  Beckham,  music. 

Calvary,  Silver  Creek: 
Homecoming  and  Family  Life 
Center  Dedication  June  27; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 


Calvary  Church  Senior  Adults,  Pascagoula 


Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive?  Call  our  toll  free  Quote  line  today. 
We  can  help! 


Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  plan...  Low 

Rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 
Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  optional  benefits  for: 
Doctor's  office  visits,  Prescription  drugs, 
Dental.  Do  you  have  current  Health 
conditions  such  as  High  Blood  Pressure, 
etc.. .Call  today!  We  Can  Help! 

Medicare  Supplement  Plans  A,  B,  C, 

F,  &  C...  Low  Rates!  Disability 
Supplement  Available,  RX  Card  included  - 
Senior  Dental  Available! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 


E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  Marketing 


P.O.  Box  5127 


B.Y.W.  Ladies  of  Mt  Gilead  Church,  Meridian 


r,  'Ti 


or  call  toll- 


Agents  needed:  For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today.  Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 

"Quality  Insurance  Service  for  over  25  years!" 


PIANIST  NEEDED.  MAIL  RESUME  TO 

Liberty  Baptist  Church,  5199 
Lakeland  Drive,  Flowood,  MS  39232. 
Or  call  (601)  992-0345. 

FULL-TIME  CHURCH  SECRETARY  need- . 
ed!  Please  send  resumes  to  personnel  com¬ 
mittee,  Dixie  Baptist  Church,  111  Dixie 
Church  Road,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. 
Deadline  is  June  25,  2004. 

MINISTRY  ASSISTANT  NEEDED,  30 
hours  a  week  minimum.  Acts  as  office 
manager.  Must  be  computer  literate  in 
all  areas.  Send  resume  to  Immanuel 


Baptist  Church,  503  18th  Ave.  N., 
Columbus,  MS  39705.  Call  (662)  328- 

1668,  ext.  203. _ 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC  and 
youth.  Send  resume  to  search  committee. 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  2278, 

Pasc  agoula,  MS  39569. _ 

ATTENTION:  PASTOR  WITH  REVIVAL 
calling,  seeking  church  with  same  spirit 
in  Central  and  South  Mississippi  area  to 
pastor.  Interested  churches,  call  Brian 
Ward  at  (601)  892-1993. 


June  17,  2004 


* 


20.  2004 


Family  Bible  Study 

Church  Leadership 

ITimothy  3:1-7;  5:17-18;  Hebrews  13:7, 17-19 

By  Mo  Baker _ 

Some  of  the  greatest  observ¬ 
able  differences  between  high 
and  low  ocean  tides  worldwide 
can  be  seen  at  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
in  Nova  Scotia.  Ships  docking 
there  during  high  tide  have  lit¬ 
erally  been  stuck  in  the  mud 
just  hours  later  at  low  tide. 

Such  extreme  circumstances 
can  dramatically  convince  ship 
captains  that  sea-faring  vessels 
rise  and  fall  on  the  ocean  tides. 

A  similar  phenomenon  can  be 
observed  in  Christian  churches 
when  it  comes  to  leadership.  As 
noted  leadership  authority  John 
Maxwell  has  postulated, 

"Everything  rises  and  falls  on 
leadership'  (Maxwell  1998,  vii). 

Strong,  healthy  churches  are 
impacted  by  secure,  effective 
leaders.  Conversely,  churches 
that  suffer  significant  internal 
problems  are  often  poorly  led 
bodies  with  results  about  as  dis¬ 
appointing  as  file  ship  that 


becomes  dry-docked  at 
low  tide.  Leadership 
expert  Peter  Drucker 
states,  "A  leader  is  one  „  , 
who  has  followers.  An  Baker 
effective  leader  is  not  someone 
who  is  loved  or  admired.  He  is 
someone  whose  followers  do  the 
right  thing"  (Drucker  1997,  19). 

Tne  relationship  between  church 
leaders  and  followers  is  the  focus 
of  this  week's  Bible  study. 


I.  Church  Leaders 
Must  be  Qualified  for  Their 
Tasks  (1  Tim.  3:1-7). 

In  writing  to  Timothy,  pastor  of 
the  Ephesian  church,  Paul  offered 
dear  instructions  regarding  the  cre¬ 
dentials  for  church  pastors  ("bish¬ 
ops"  or  "overseers'’)  everywhere. 
Four  broad  ideas  summarize  the 
qualifications  Paul  listed  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  Scripture.  First,  a  pastor  is  to 
demonstrate  obedience  to  God  in 
his  outward  behaviors  and  relation¬ 
ships  (3:2-3)  Positively,  being 
"above  reproach"  (32)  refers  to  the 


pastor's  character  as  it  is 
exhibited  in  his  faithful 
marriage  relationship,  a 
self-controlled  and  bal¬ 
anced  spirit,  inner  stability, 
kindness,  and  ability  to 
teach  spiritual  truths. 
Negatively,  Paul  described 
being  above  reproach  as 
abstaining  from  alcohol, 
refraining  from  bullying 
people  to  get  one's  own 
way,  avoiding  contentious  quarrels, 
and  not  being  greedy.  Second,  a 
pastor  is  to  be  an  effective  leader  for 
his  own  family  (3:4-5).  "Paul 
viewed  leadership  in  the  family  as  a 
proving  ground  for  leadership  in 
the  church"  (Lea  1992, 107).  Third,  a 
pastor  needs  experience  in  his 
Christian  walk  in  order  to  keep 
from  getting  caught  up  in  his  own 
pride  and  conceit.  Fourth,  a  pastor 
needs  to  be  respected  by  those  out¬ 
side  the  Christian  faith,  since  a  lack 
of  credibility  can  easily  destroy  a 
church's  witness. 

II.  Church  Leaders  Must 
be  Supported  Adequately  for 
Their  Work  (1  Tim.  5:17-18). 

Apparently  Paul  used  the 
terms  "elder"  and  "overseer" 
interchangeably,  referring  to 
those  persons  who  serve  in  pas¬ 


toral  roles  in  the  church.  Paul 
viewed  their  service  as  so  essen¬ 
tial  that  he  stated  they  were  wor¬ 
thy  of  "double  honor"  (5:17), 
which  probably  implied  the  ben¬ 
efits  of  Doth  respect  and  financial 
compensation.  Moreover,  Paul 
cited  Scripture  in  supporting  his 
position.  Paul  used  tne  analogy 
of  allowing  a  working  ox  to  eat 
from  some  of  the  grain  it  was 
threshing  (Deut.  25:4)  to  illustrate 
that  a  church  should  demon¬ 
strate  proper  concern  for  its  pas¬ 
toral  staff  who  labor  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  congregation.  How 
unfortunate  when  church  mem¬ 
bers  have  just  the  opposite  atti¬ 
tude,  wanting  to  deny  the  minis¬ 
terial  staff  the  benefits  of  suffi¬ 
cient  financial  remuneration. 
Such  a  mindset  is  not  only  unfor¬ 
tunate,  it's  also  unbiblicai. 

III.  Church  Members 
Should  Follow  the  Godly 
Examples  of  Their  Leaders 
(Heb.  13:7). 

The  writer  of  Hebrews  exhort¬ 
ed  his  readers  to  remember  those 
persons  who  had  led  them  spiri¬ 
tually  in  the  past  and  emulate 
their  service.  Numerous  persons 
entioned  in  Hebrews  11 
qualified  as  spiritual  lead- 


were  men 
who 


ers.  The  reference  hoe  seems  to 
point  to  those  who  had  led  the 
readers  during  the  past  but  had 
now  completed  tneir  service. 
Their  lifestyles  were  worth  imi¬ 
tating.  Is  there  any  spiritual 
leader  from  your  past  whose 
example  you  should  replicate? 

IV.  Church  Members 
Should  Submit  to  and  Pray  for 
Their  Leaders  (Heb.  13:17-18). 

Scripture  commands  a  coop¬ 
erative  relationship  between 
church  members  and  their 
leaders,  thereby  making  the 
leaders'  tasks  more  joyful. 
Unnecessary  expectations  and 
unreasonable  burdens  placed 
on  leaders  frequently  produce 
disastrous  results  for  the 
church  body.  By  remembering 
to  pray  for  their  leaders,  churcn 
members  actually  assist  them 
in  exercising  their  ministerial 
service.  Sincere  prayer  can 
yield  a  harvest  of  godly  sinceri¬ 
ty  among  those  who  lead. 

The  relationship  between 
church  leaders.and  church  mem¬ 
bers  will  either  carry  your  church 
higher  or  lower.  Let's  aim  high! 

Baker  is  BSU  Director  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  in  Oxford. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Seek  the  Cure 

2  Kings  5:1-3, 9-15a 


him!  He  sent  a  servant  instead  ashamed,  he  obeyed  the  word  of 
with  a  simple  prescription:  "Go  the  Lord.  He  dipped  himself 
wash  seven  times  in  the  Jordan ...  seven  times  in  the  Jordan  and  his 
and  you  will  be  clean.  "Not  once,  skin  was  restored,  even  better 
but  seven  times!  Elisha  treated  than  before.  The  efficacy  of  the 
him  this  way  most  likely  to  test  healing  lay  not  in  the  waters,  but 
the  visitor's  faith.  Naaman  must  in  his  obedience, 
learn  that  the  God  of  Israel  was 

not  swayed  by  rank,  riches,  or  Worship  God  Only  (2  Kings 
gifts  but  by  obedience.  5:15a) 

Naaman  was  insulted  and  More  than  physical  healing 
very  angry.  He  had  expected  to  occurred  that  day.  Naaman  came 
be  treated  as  his  rank  demand-  up  out  of  the  Jordan  with  a 
ed.  He  had  expected  Elisha  to  cleansed  soul.  He  accepted  the 
appear  and  in  some  dramatic  God  of  Israel  as  the  only  God, 
manner  call  on  the  name  of  his  confessing  his  faith  and  trust  in 
God  and  pronounce  an  immedi-  Him  alone.  It  is  very  significant 
ate  cure.  He  resented  being  told  that  while  Naaman,  a  Gentile 
to  wash  in  the  muddy  water  of  enemy  of  Israel,  professed  faith 
the  Jordan,  which  he  considered  in  the  God  of  Israel,  the  nation  of 
inferior  to  the  cleaner  rivers  of  Israel  was  turning  awav  from 
his  homeland.  He  left  Elisha's 
home  "in  a  rage." 

Obviously  Naaman  was  a 
was  man  who  inspired  great  loyalty 
among  his  subordinates.  His  ser¬ 
vants,  like  the  slave  girl,  were  not 
mth  afraid  to  confront  his  pride  with 
common  sense.  Had  tne  prophet 
required  some  great  tiling,  would 
Naaman  not  have  done  it? 

Naaman  realized  the  wisdom 
in  this.  Humbled  and  somewhat 


The  events  related  in  2 
Kings  5  are  so  remarkable  that 
Jesus  himself  commented  on 
them  (Luke  4:27).  There  is 
Elisha,  the  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
who  ministers  to  a  Gentile 
from  an  idolatrous  enemy  living  God  of  Israel  and 
nation.  There  is  a  man  who  unafraid  to  sF 
had  it  all  and  a  slave  girl  who 
had  nothing.  And  there  is  the 
hand  of  God  providing  clean¬ 
ing,  healing  and  wholeness. 

Listen  to  Good  Advice  (2 
Kings  5:1-3) 

Naaman,  commander  of  the  glimpsed  a  ra 
army  of  Aram,  was  "a  great  man... 
highly  regarded"  ana  a  "brave 


story  revolves  around  to  risk  a  political  situa- 

a  nameless,  captive  Canawav  tion  in  order  to  help  him. 
maid  who  belonged  to  y  Believing  that  the  king  of 

his  wife.  Brought  against  her  Israel  employed  the  prophet,  he 
"“ii  *“  ’  J  rs,  wrote  Joram  a  letter  requesting 

he  that  he  cure  Naaman  of  nis  dis- 
as  ease.  Poor  Joram!  He  could  only 
in  think  that  the  king  of  Aram  was 
nt  trying  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  him. 
g-  It  caused  an  immediate  national 
at  crisis  in  Israel's  capital.  When 
in  Elisha  learned  of  the  situation,  he 
sent  word  to  the  king  to  send  the 
Though  surely  a  man  of  pride,  visitor  to  him  so  that  he  will 
Naaman  was  desperate  and  know  "that  there  is  a  prophet  in 
_.  in  the 

girl's  words.  Fie  made  arrange- 
_  ,  ments  to  travel  to  Samaria,  tne 

warned"  but  he  had  a  skin  dis-  capital  of  Israel.  He  did  not  know 
ease.  This  may  not  have  been  lep-  that  the  God  of  Israel  he  was 
rosy,  but  it  was  incurable,  possibly  about  to  meet  had  long  had  an 
progressive,  maybe  disfiguring,  interest  in  him.  Israel  and  Aram 

and  certainly  distressing  to  (Syria)  to  the  north  had  long  been  ^  _ 

Naaman  and  his  wife.  enemies.  Through  Naaman,  the  gifts.  Elisha'  didn't  even  greet 


Carraway  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Wiggins. 


news  and  photographs 


and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  pub¬ 
lication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed. 


'«■/  anu  well-1151  lieu.  IY\D  jytUJ-UDJU. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  E-mail:  baptistreo 
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Dr.  Bill  Causey,  Interm  Excutive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  Vigw  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and 
helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed 
to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


May  1  -  31,  2004 
Memorials 

Linda  Snow 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Terry  P. 

Snow 

Roy  Springer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  A. 
Lee 

Wanda  Steele 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C. 

Douglas  Simmons  Jr. 

Mrs.  Evon  Sumrall 
Ms.  Ann  Kerr 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Kerr,  Sr. 
Dan  Tadlock 

Ms.  Betty  Horton 
Louise  Talbert 

Mrs.  Gail  Kirkland 
Earl  Tarver 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Maggio  Jr. 

Eileen  Tavenner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  C. 

Douglas  Simmons  Jr. 

John  W.  Taylor,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  E. 
Bvard  III 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  W. 
Sundstrom 
Shaun  Taylor 

Shuqualak  Baptist 
Church 

Mrs.  Cordell  Temple 

First  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Thelma  R. 
Woodyeac. 

Ms.  Julia  Mullins 
Phillip  Thaxton 

Ms.  Betty  Horton  and 
Family 

Candace  Parnell  Thomas 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Barney  J 
Albritton 

Jeanette  Thompson 

Ms.  llene  AUiston 
Louis  Tillman,  Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Buddy 

Neal 

JaSon 'Neal 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  S.  Tillotson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jack  W. 
Tillotson 


Gladys  Florene  Yates 
Trimble 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  A. 
Maxwell 
Eddie  Vail 

Ms.  Cindy  Ray 
Norton  Veltschey 

Mary  Margaret  & 

Ryan  Simmons 
Lyda  Wadlington 
Mrs.  B.  W. 

Wadlington  Jr. 

Mr.  Hubert  Williams 
Mrs.  Nevia  Wajker 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Thomas 
E.  Wilson  Sr. 

Joan  Wall 

Mrs.  Victor  B.  Murray 
Mrs.  Arlvin  Wall 

Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Frank  Wallace 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Aubry  L. 

Hays 

Mr.  Ray  Walls 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Paul  D. 

Allen 

W.  D.  (Red)  Walters 

Mrs.  Margaret 
Williams 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Rufus  A,  Sr. 
Ward 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  B. 
McCarter 
Mrs.  Pat  Warren 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stanley 
Downs 
Agnes  West 

Ms.  Margaret  H. 
Durham 

Mrs.  Alene  Westbrook 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Keith 
Starrett 

Robert  Westover 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Edgar 

Allen 

John  B.  White 

David,  Deborah  & 
Matthew  White 
Johnny  White 

Barbara  Hendrix 
Mr.  Lester  White 

Mrs.  Victor  B.  Murray 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Keith 
Starrett 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  Richard  C. 
VanNorman 
Mildred  Whitfield 

Ms.  Elzene  P.  Bell 
Darns  Whittington 

Mrs.  Victor  B.  Murray 
Bill  Williams 

Bill  k  Decna  Barbee 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  R. 

Carter 

Gladys  O.  Williams 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  R. 

Blair 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Devon 

Pope 

J.  Scott  Williams 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Roger  M. 
Myrick 

Mrs.  Linda  Williams 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  F.  L. 
Lummus 

Evelyn  Grace  Wilson 
Ms.  Margaret  H. 

Barber 

Rev.  Harold  Wilson 

Ms.  Bonme 
Daughdrill 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dennis  L. 
McPhail 

Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Paul  Winstead 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Troy  L. 

King 

Andrew  David  Woodall 

Ms.  Katie  K.  Holden 
Katie  S.  Woolverton 
Patty  &  Beth 
Sullender 
Gene  Worsham 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Neil  E. 
Wrenn 

Mr.  York  Wortham 

Mr.  Walter  Barbee 
Mrs.  Ruth  Eleanor 
Wortham 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Stevenson  Jr. 

Mrs.  Kate  T.  Miller  Wroten 

The  Richard  T. 
Hawthorne  Family 
Johnny  Young 

Ms.  Glenda  C.  Fry 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Phillip  B 
Murray  k  Alan 

June  1  - 13,  2004 
Honors 

U.  S.  Military  Men  k 
Women 

Ms.  Peggy  Susan 

Ward 

Ann  Cosby 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L. 
Travis  Jr. 

Linder '&  Roy  Drake 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L. 
Travis  Jr. 

Sherry  Magee 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L. 
Travis  Jr. 

Cotton  Weatherbee 

Ms.  Jackie  Weatherbee 

Memorials 

John  Joseph  Adams 

The  Joe  Earl  Watford 
Family 

Skene  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Emily  P.  Allen 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L. 
Travis  Jr. 

Bill  Arnold 

Mrs.  Opal  D. 
Blakemore 

Mrs.  Nancy  Shelton 
Lamar  E.  Arthur 

Marcia,  Roger  k 
Aubrey  Walker 
Pam  Bankston 

Mrs.  Rose  M. 

Faircloth 

Mrs.  Mildred  Bell 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  James  E. 

Little 

Charles  Edward  Bland 

Ms.  Mary  Emily 
Connor 

Mr.  Delma  Bridges 

Mr.  Norman 


Weathersby  Jr. 

Sammy  Campbell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  L. 
Travis  Jr. 

Mrs.  Becky  Carroll 

Mrs.  Imogene  L.  Penn 
Louise  Cheek 

Ms.  Nina  J.  Herbert  k 
Sinn  Family 

Mrs.  Marguerite  Claunch 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Maurice 
Hill 


Ferrell  Clibum 

Mrs.  Sylvia  Clibum 
Becky  W.  Collins 
Mr.  Charles  W. 

Holmes 
C.  N.  Conerly 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Patrick  N. 
Conerly 

Mrs.  Mylie  Gay  Crawley 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmie  L. 
Manton 

Mrs.  Julia  Culpepper 

Mr.  k  Mis.  Larry  W. 

Creel 

Mr.  Bryant  Curington 

Mrs.  Delorese  Kirk  & 
Family 

Mr.  Harold  L.  "Jack"  Davis 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Carl 
Bozeman 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  M. 
Hanvey 

Marilyn  Blades  Dombush 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  S. 
Cronia 

Mrs.  Pauline  Douglas 

Dr.  Linuel  Jayroe's 
SSC 

Morrison  Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Ella  Drake 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L. 
Travis  Jr. 

Glenn  E.  Estess 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ed 
Nunnery 
Mr.  Ford  Evans 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmie  L. 
Manton 

Henrietta  Farrar 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bobby  D. 
Crawford 
E  E.  Fortenberry 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Glen  D. 
Fortenberry 
Juanita  Fulton 

,  Mrs.  Ruby  Jean  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Mary  Frances 
"Tweency"  Gaddis 

The  Chance/Taylor  SSC 
T.E.L.  SSC 
L.  O.  Atkins  SSC 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bobby 
Shumaker 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dave 
Roudebush 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  Roby 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  Park 
Mrs.  Wilma  Walsh 
Mrs.  LaNita  Webb 
Mrs.  Yvette  Moore 
Mre.  Linda  Y.  Wales 


Powell 

Mrs.  Lucille  George 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Fred  R. 

Clark 

Ronnie  Gilmore 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry 

Oakes 

Mrs.  Ina  Lillie  F.  Grantham 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ronny 
McCarty 

Mrs.  Sue  Barrett 
Mrs.  Lettie  Gray 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L. 
Travis  Jr. 

Ralph  Gray 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Paul  R. 

Alker 

James  Edward  Grisham 
Mrs.  Mera  C.  Hall 
Mr.  Reed  Haguewood 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Rhen  W. 

Pierce 

Oneil  Hamilon 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Andrew  J. 
Churchwell 

Clayton  Walker  Hamric 

Miss  Alva  Merle 
Blanton  ’ « 

Mr.  Son  Hancock 

Mrs.  Katie  Kemp 
Mrs.  Ada  Crowley  Hardin 
Washington  Co.  Bapt 
Association 

Ministers  Conference 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe 
Heranney  Sr. 

Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Keith 
Mrs.  Jewel  H. 
Traywick 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Herbert 
Knight 

Mr  k  Mrs.  James  D 
Barton  &  Family 

Candace  Hall  Harvey 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry 

Oakes 

Mrs.  Eunice  Hays 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Clifton 

Porter 

James  Heath 

Ms.  Nina  J.  Herbert 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jack 
McRee 

Adrene  Hollingsworth 

Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Keith 
Harrell  Edwin  Holloway,  St. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  George  S. 
Cronia 

Mildred  James 

Ms.  Mary  W.  Knight 
Mable  Johnson 

Mrs.  Loraine  J. 
Carpenter 
Sue  Johnson 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dick 
Catledge 
Nikki  Jones 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  David 
Patterson 

Tyler  Ford  k  John  Thomas 
Jones 

Ms.  Leslie  D.  Brooks 
Charles  H.  Lea 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ed 
Nunnery 
Dee  Kelly  Lee 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jeff  Kelly 
Julie  Lee 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom 
Coward  Jr. 

Gene  Lewis 

Cindy  k  A1  Ray 
Mr.  Linus  k  Mrs.  Mymis 
Martin 

Mr.  Harold  G.  Marx  Sr. 


Dr.  Charles  Marx 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Parker 
Mr.  Buster  Hays 
Ransom  Mayfield 

Mrs.  Anita  S.  Williams 
Jason  McBride 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  D. 
Thames 

Edward  McClendon 
Pine  Burr  BC 
Braxton  McKinley 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Glen  D. 
Fortenberry 
Danny  McQuire 

Mr.  Kenneth  Hawkins 
Cody  Meadows 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Donnie 
Moffett 

Mis.  Carolyn  Joyce  Merritt 
Mike  k  Susie 
Daughdrill 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charles  C. 

Green 

Elsie  Miller 

Philene  k  Stuart  Allen 
Mrs.  Patrica  Miller 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charles  G. 

Green 

Harvey  Monroe 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ernest  L 
Scruggs 

Cecil  "Sonny"  Jr.  Mooney 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  George  A. 
Milam 

Mrs.  Lanie  Shirley 

Mrs.  Yvette  Moore 
Emmett  Morris 

Dungan  Engineering  P  A 
George  Gilbert  Morris 

Dungan  Engineering  P  A 
Mr.  J.  T.  Morrison 

Dr.  Stuart  R.  Donnelly 
Vina  Mae  (Snook)  Neel 
Mrs.  Louise  M. 
Williamson 
Lois  Nicholas 

Pleasant  Hill  BC 
George  D.  O'Brien 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Gerald 
Fulgham 
Mr.  Robert  Pace 

Mary  SSC,  FBC- 
Columbia 

Mrs.  Margaret  Pace 

Lee  Boone  k  Family 
Will*  Judy  White 
Henry  B.  Palmer 

Mrs.  Hobart  Daniels 
Mike  Parsons 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Parsons 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 

Cordially  Invites  You  To  a  Reception  Honoring 

Dr.  Rory  Lee 

Executive  Director 

Sunday,  June  27,  2004 
2:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

Dickerson  Place  Campus 

49  1  Dickerson  Lane  SE  •  Brookhaven,  Mississippi 


Mr.  G  B.  Patterson 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  I.  G. 

Patterson 

Mr.  Leonard  Poche'  Jr. 

Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 
Jeremy  Poindexter 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  Forrest  Polk 
Rachel  Daley 
Ms.  Twyla  Oakes 
Irene  Speights 
Jamison  Eugene  Pritchard 
Ms.  Margaret  H. 

Durham 

Mr.  Ras  Ramshur 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmie  L. 
Manton 

Simon  L.  Renfro,  IV 

Miss  Alva  Merle 
Blanton 

Mr.  William  (Pete)  Robbins 

Ruth  SSC,  FBC-Tupelo 
Lucille  Roberts 

Mrs.  Camille  C. 

Honea 
Nick  Sabine 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Frank  R. 
Turner 

Mrs.  Jimmie  Lee  Sandlin 
Patricia  Floyd 
Thomas  E.  Floyd 
Benjamin  Thomas  Scott 
Mr.  Charles  W. 

Holmes 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Pat 
Ingram 

Mrs.  Rachel  Shivers 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmie  L. 
Manton 
Ralph  Sims 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Willie  J. 
Bufkin 

Harold  Smith,  Sr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L. 
Travis  Jr. 

Carl  Smith 

Deer  Creek  BC 
Mr.  Smith 

Mrs.  Fannye  Pollan 
Mrs.  Louise  Smith 

Mrs.  John  M.  Tidwell 
Oscar  Smith 

Mrs.  Irene  Lofton 
Brister 

Mrs.  Betty  Stacy 

Mr.  &.  Mrs.  Donnie  F. 

Lovell 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Donald 
Lucken 

Mrs.  Gale  Taylor 

Ms.  Joyce  R.  Hall 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Frank  H. 

Jones 

Patricia  Trimm 

Philene  k  Stuart  Allen 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Tim  V. 

Foley  Jr. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Turner 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmie  L. 
Manton 

Mr.  Waldo  D.  VanDevender 

Poly 

Pharmaceuticals,  Inc. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bob 
McKie  Jr. 

Miss  Catherine 
McNeill 
Effie  Walker 

Faye  Bennett 
Glen  k  Jerri  Bennett 
Marie  Brown 
John  k  Angie 
Haddock 

Mrs.  Opal  Warner 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Maurice 
Hill 

„  Mfc-  k  Mrs  William  Ft4* 
Brewer 

Rev.  Harold  Wilson 

Bill  &  Dianne  ^ 
Hathom  k  Family 

Ms.  Joyce  R.  Hall 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Lee 

Sophia  Wilson 

Mrs.  Maude  G.  Taylor 
Larkin  Taylor 
Mr.  William  Wlltcher 

Bovina  Baptist  Church 
Spencer  Yawn 

Ms  JanetS  Richardson 
Torrvfc  Linda  Smith 


MSB 


MONTE  CRIST1,  Dominican 
Republic  (BP)  —  God  is  at  work 
in  tine  aftermath  of  the  worst 
flooding  ever  to  strike  the 
Caribbean  island  nations  of  the 
Dominican  Republic  and  Haiti, 
creating  opportunities  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  communities  that  lost  thou¬ 
sands  of  residents  in  late  May. 

"Storms  dropped  as  much  as 
10  inches  of  ram  in  one  hour, 
sweeping  away  crops  and  live¬ 
stock,  even  entire  families  and 
villages,"  said  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  Donny  Baiger,  leader 
of  a  team  mat  toolc  relief  supplies 
into  flood-ravaged  towns  m  the 
Dominican  Republic. 

"In  the  southern  border  city 
of  Jimani,  about  half  the  town 
was  washed  away.  Where  there 
once  were  neighborhoods,  now 
there  are  just  mounds  of  sand," 

Barger  said.  "The  latest  esti¬ 
mate  is  that  more  than  1,000 
people  were  killed.  I  have  yet 
to  speak  to  anyone  here  who 
has  not  lost  family  members." 

At  least  3,300  people  were 
dead  or  missing  and  thousands 
more  homeless  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  and  Haiti 
after  what  one  official 
described  as  the  worst  natural 
disaster  in  Caribbean  history. 

Barger  and  missionary  col¬ 
leagues  Adam  Hammond  and 

Fernando  Abella  were  able  to  _ _ _ _ 

respond  quickly  to  the  disaster  Randolph  recounted, 
with  food,  clothing,  and  supplies  "When  we  left  Lo: 
provided  by  $5,000  in  Southern  Peynados,  we  had  50  sacks. 
Baptist  hunger  and  relief  funds.  Randolph  said,  "and  ever 

They  saw  God's  hand  at  though  we  kept  giving  ou 


By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  1994 
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BAPTISTS  TO  THE  RESCUE 


Southern  Baptist  missionaries  (off-camera)  and  a  team  of 
.  .  >---  ^ooc*  anc*  supplies  to  135  families  isolated  by  severe  flooding 

in  late  May  in  the  Dominican  Republic.  (BP  photo  by  Donny  Barger) 

the  Dominicans  was  concerned  Randolph  said.  "While 
that  they  didn't  have  enough  ful,  it  was  remote.  N< 
sacks  to  help  everyone  they  experiencing  firstha 
would  meet,  missionary  John  God  is  glorified  by  tl 


ZATG:  XAY  ITF  NAYVR 


NTQET  ITF  XSITFY  TSIT 


lam  praying  that  the  Lord 
I  was  can  use  this  effort  to  minister  to 
how  victims  and  to  start  future  home 
acrifi-  Bible  studies,"  Barger  added, 
ptists.  "Southern  Baptist  workers 
come  and  their  Dominican  partners 
is  of  a  have  other  prayer  concerns  on 
..  .  ,  yand  their  hearts  as  well,"  said 

raise  surged  through  my  Barger’s  wife  Jennifer. 

‘eart.  I  was  overwhelmed  that  "Prayer  is  fundamental  to 
every  time  we  stopped  and  God  had  allowed  me  the  privi-  anything  we  do  here,"  she  said. 
CCM^ifd  wJi  stilJ  had  ** sacks-  le8e  of  being  part  of  what  He  "Please  remember  the  children 
The  Dominican  worker  was  doing."  who  have  lost  their  parents  in 

“ld  he  started  to  become  As  major  relief  operations  by  this  flood.  Pray  that  doors  will 
afraid  because  he  didn't  know  the  government  and  humanitar-  be  opened  for  the  Gospel 
what  to  do  with  so  many  sacks  ian  agencies  were  being  orga-  through  our  efforts  with  the 
that  ustwoukint  go  away!"  nized,  the  missionaries  turned  people  of  the  southwest 
Working  as  a  missionary  in  a  their  attention  to  the  grief  that  Dominican  Republic.  Pray  that 
hands-on  relief  effort  gave  survivors  were  suffering.  Steve  God  will  be  glorified” 

Randolph  a  different  perspective  Lyon,  a  missionary  who  is  a  pro-  _ _ 

on  the  offerings  he  promoted  fessional  counselor,  came  in  to  Outreach  in  the  Dominican 
when  he  was  a  pastor  in  Nevada  train  pastors,  public  school  Republic:  http://umnv.prau4dr.com 
and  Washington.  Tor  years,  I  led  teachers  and  other  missionaries 

the  churches  I  pastored  to  give  to  in  techniques  to  help  people  World  Hutioer  Ministries- 


MQBFG  JF  IA  XQGQRT, 
ITF  RSTF  NAYVR  ITSI  Q 
KA,  UFSY  NQIGFRR  AX  JF, 
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Clue:  U  =  B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  James  1 :25 


work  through  their  trauma, 


http://unmv.imb.org/tvorldhungi 


First  Baptist  Church,  1400  Notan  Trace,  391 20-9700,  Wit  lackjiCarnnbell.com. 
Leesviile,  Louisiana  71446.  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 

AMERICAS  FASTEST  CROWING  Christian  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
long  distance  company,  3.9tninufcv  no  monthly  Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7, 

No  codes  or  reslritta»_6  seand  billing.  CHURCH  VAN,  1999.  CHEVROLET 

Express  S  3500.  Fifteen  passenger, 
41 ,000  miles,  fully  equipped.  Excellent 
condition,  $U,S00,  FBC  Pensacola, 
Florida.  Call  (850)  438-9273. 


siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  patio  covers,  8346orwwwoaveni 
screen/glass  rooms.  (601 )  992-2092  or  (800)  HOPPER  CLASS 
453-2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners.  church  windows, 


BAPTISTS 


The  Baptist  Record 


